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SHRI STEPHEN KNAPP

Shri Stephen Knapp is an American author, researcher, and speaker deeply dedicated to
understanding and promoting Indian traditions, particularly Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism). He
has been a bridge between the East and West, helping millions understand the profound spiritual
depth of India. His writings, lectures, and service to humanity have made him an important global
ambassador for Indian culture.

2. Born on 29" September, 1950, Shri Knapp also known by his spiritual name of Shri
Nandanandana Dasa after being initiated by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He is
presently the Chairman of the Board at the Detroit Iskcon Krishna temple and has spent over 50
years managing various Krishna temples. He is also the founding president for 15 years and
presently Co-Chairman of the Vedic Friends Association, an organization that networks with
other writers, scholars and teachers of Vedic culture with students from around the world. He is
also the founder of the World Relief Network, a publishing company that helps distribute books
and media that explains Vedic spirituality globally.

3. Shri Knapp's contributions to Indian culture include the writing of hundreds of articles
and 55 books so far on Indian spirituality, Vedic traditions, and philosophy, such as “The Secret
Teachings of the Vedas”, “Proof of Vedic Culture's Global Existence”, “The Heart of Hinduism,”
“Advancements of Ancient India's Vedic Culture,” “Crimes Against India,” and many others. These
books provide insights into Indian culture and history and offer a spiritual roadmap for seekers
worldwide. He has explained ancient Indian scriptures such as the Bhagavad Gita, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and the Upanishads, making them accessible to international audiences. Through
his lectures and writings, Stephen Knapp has been an advocate of Indian spirituality and has
tirelessly worked to dispel misconceptions about Indian Vedic culture and promote its universal
appeal, and to show how to apply the Dharmic traditions to uplift people everywhere.

4. Shri Knapp is a supporter for the preservation and respect of Indian temples and heritage
sites, both in India and abroad. His campaigns for protecting these treasures from neglect
encourages people worldwide to visit and appreciate India's architectural and spiritual marvels.
After two dozen trips through India, he has visited every state in the country except Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram, and acquired a collection of over 18,000 slides of India's holy places and
festivals. He has also brought global attention to the richness of Indian spirituality, art, and
heritage. These efforts have boosted cultural tourism, contributing to India's global image as a
spiritual hub. His efforts have fostered greater understanding between India and the rest of the
world. His teachings have inspired young Indians and foreigners alike to delve deeper into the
roots of Sanatana Dharma, helping create a revival of interest in Hinduism and yoga.

58 Shri Knapp contribution to Indian culture is a testament to his unwavering devotion and
commitment to spiritual enlightenment and cultural preservation. He recently won an award from
the Hindu Mandir Empowerment Council (HMEC), and from the Vishva Hindu Parishad of
America for a lifetime of contributions to the Hindu community.
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