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 Shri Stephen Knapp is an American author, researcher, and speaker deeply dedicated to 
understanding and promoting Indian traditions, particularly Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism). He 
has been a bridge between the East and West, helping millions understand the profound spiritual 
depth of India. His writings, lectures, and service to humanity have made him an important global 
ambassador for Indian culture.

2. Born on 29  September, 1950, Shri Knapp also known by his spiritual name of Shri th

Nandanandana Dasa after being initiated by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He is 
presently the Chairman of the Board at the Detroit Iskcon Krishna temple and has spent over 50 
years managing various Krishna temples. He is also the founding president for 15 years and 
presently Co-Chairman of the Vedic Friends Association, an organization that networks with 
other writers, scholars and teachers of Vedic culture with students from around the world. He is 
also the founder of the World Relief Network, a publishing company that helps distribute books 
and media that explains Vedic spirituality globally.

3. Shri Knapp's contributions to Indian culture include the writing of hundreds of articles 
and 55 books so far on Indian spirituality, Vedic traditions, and philosophy, such as “The Secret 
Teachings of the Vedas”, “Proof of Vedic Culture's Global Existence”, “The Heart of Hinduism,” 
“Advancements of Ancient India's Vedic Culture,” “Crimes Against India,” and many others. These 
books provide insights into Indian culture and history and offer a spiritual roadmap for seekers 
worldwide. He has explained ancient Indian scriptures such as the Bhagavad Gita, Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, and the Upanishads, making them accessible to international audiences. Through 
his lectures and writings, Stephen Knapp has been an advocate of Indian spirituality and has 
tirelessly worked to dispel misconceptions about Indian Vedic culture and promote its universal 
appeal, and to show how to apply the Dharmic traditions to uplift people everywhere.

4. Shri Knapp is a supporter for the preservation and respect of Indian temples and heritage 
sites, both in India and abroad. His campaigns for protecting these treasures from neglect 
encourages people worldwide to visit and appreciate India's architectural and spiritual marvels. 
After two dozen trips through India, he has visited every state in the country except Meghalaya, 
Tripura and Mizoram, and acquired a collection of over 18,000 slides of India's holy places and 
festivals. He has also brought global attention to the richness of Indian spirituality, art, and 
heritage. These efforts have boosted cultural tourism, contributing to India's global image as a 
spiritual hub. His efforts have fostered greater understanding between India and the rest of the 
world. His teachings have inspired young Indians and foreigners alike to delve deeper into the 
roots of Sanatana Dharma, helping create a revival of interest in Hinduism and yoga.

5. Shri Knapp contribution to Indian culture is a testament to his unwavering devotion and 
commitment to spiritual enlightenment and cultural preservation. He recently won an award from 
the Hindu Mandir Empowerment Council (HMEC), and from the Vishva Hindu Parishad of 
America for a lifetime of contributions to the Hindu community. 

Padma Shri



 Jh LVhQu uSi ,d vesfjdh ys[kd] 'kksèkdrkZ vkSj oäk gSa tks Hkkjrh; ijaijkvksa] fo'ks"k :i ls lukru èkeZ ¼Çgnw 
èkeZ½ dks le>us vkSj c<+kok nsus ds fy, leÆir gSaA og iwoZ vkSj if'pe ds chp ,d lsrq jgs gSa] ftUgksaus yk[kksa yksxksa dks 
Hkkjr dh xgu vkè;kfRed xgjkÃ dks le>us esa enn dh gSA muds ys[ku] O;k[;ku vkSj ekuork dh lsok us mUgsa Hkkjrh; 
laL—fr ds fy, ,d egRoiw.kZ oSfÜod jktnwr cuk fn;k gSA

2 ]- 29 flracj] 1950 dks tUes  Jh uSi dks Jhyk ,-lh- Hkfäosnkar Lokeh çHkqikn }kjk nh{kk fn, tkus ds ckn muds 
vkè;kfRed uke Jh uUnuUnu nkl ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA og orZeku esa MsVªk;V bLd‚u —".k eafnj cksMZ ds vè;{k gSa vkSj mUgksaus 
fofHkUu —".k eafnjksa ds çcaèku esa 50 ls vfèkd o"kZ fcrk, gSaA og 15 o"kks± rd oSfnd fe= la?k] laLFkkid vè;{k Hkh jgs vkSj orZeku esa 
blds lg&vè;{k gSaA oSfnd fe= la?k ,d ,slk laxBu gS tks nqfu;k Hkj ds Nk=ksa ds lkFk oSfnd laL—fr ds vU; ys[kdksa] fo}kuksa 
vkSj f'k{kdksa dks tksM+rk gSA og oYMZ fjyhQ usVodZ ds laLFkkid Hkh gSa] ;g ,d çdk'ku daiuh gS tks oSfnd vkè;kfRedrk dks 
oSfÜod Lrj ij le>kus okyh iqLrdksa vkSj ehfM;k dks forfjr djus esa enn djrh gSA

3- Hkkjrh; laL—fr esa Jh uSi ds ;ksxnku esa Hkkjrh; vkè;kfRedrk] oSfnd ijaijkvksa vkSj n'kZu ij vc rd lSdM+ksa 
ys[k vkSj 55 iqLrdsa gSa ftuesa Þosnksa dh xqIr f'k{kk,¡ß] ÞoSfnd laL—fr ds oSfÜod vfLrRo dk çek.kß] ÞÇgnw èkeZ dk ân;ß] 
Þçkphu Hkkjr dh oSfnd laL—fr dh mUufrß] ÞHkkjr ds fo#) vijkèkß] vkSj dÃ vU; 'kkfey gSA ;s iqLrdsa Hkkjrh; laL—fr 
vkSj bfrgkl ds ckjs esa var–Zf"V çnku djrh gSa vkSj nqfu;k Hkj ds lkèkdksa ds fy, vkè;kfRed ekxZ çnku djrh gSaA mUgksaus 
Hkxon xhrk] Jhen~&Hkkxore vkSj mifu"kn tSls çkphu Hkkjrh; 'kkL=ksa dh O;k[;k dh gS] ftlls mudks varjjk"Vªh; 
n'kZdksa ds fy, lqyHk cuk;k tk ldk gSA vius O;k[;kuksa vkSj ys[ku ds ekè;e ls] LVhQu uSi Hkkjrh; vkè;kfRedrk ds 
leFkZd jgs gSa vkSj mUgksaus Hkkjrh; oSfnd laL—fr ds ckjs esa xyr èkkj.kkvksa dks nwj djus vkSj bldh lkoZHkkSfed vihy dks 
c<+kok nsus vkSj ;g fn[kkus ds fy, vFkd ç;kl fd;k gS fd gj txg yksxksa ds mRFkku ds fy, èkkÆed ijaijkvksa dks dSls 
ykxw fd;k tk,A

4- Jh uSi Hkkjr vkSj fons'kksa esa Hkkjrh; eafnjksa vkSj fojklr LFkyksa ds laj{k.k vkSj lEeku ds leFkZd gSaA bu [ktkuksa 
dks mis{kk ls cpkus ds fy, muds ;s vfHk;ku nqfu;k Hkj ds yksxksa dks Hkkjr ds okLrqf'kYi vkSj vkè;kfRed peRdkjksa dks 
ns[kus vkSj ljkgus ds fy, çksRlkfgr djrs gSaA Hkkjr dh nks ntZu ;k=kvksa ds ckn] mUgksaus es?kky;] f=iqjk vkSj fetksje dks 
NksM+dj ns'k ds gj jkT; dk nkSjk fd;k gS vkSj Hkkjr ds ifo= LFkkuksa vkSj R;ksgkjksa dh 18]000 ls vfèkd LykbMksa dk laxzg gkfly 
fd;k gSA mUgksaus Hkkjrh; vkè;kfRedrk] dyk vkSj fojklr dh lèf) ij foÜo dk è;ku Hkh vkdÆ"kr fd;k gSA bu ç;klksa us 
lkaL—frd i;ZVu dks c<+kok fn;k gS] ftlus vkè;kfRed dsaæ ds :i esa Hkkjr dh oSfÜod Nfo cukus esa ;ksxnku fn;k gSA muds 
ç;klksa us Hkkjr vkSj ckdh nqfu;k ds chp csgrj le> dks c<+kok fn;k gSA mudh f'k{kkvksa us ;qok Hkkjrh;ksa vkSj fonsf'k;ksa dks lukru 
èkeZ dh tM+ksa esa xgjkÃ ls mrjus ds fy, çsfjr fd;k gS] ftlls Çgnw èkeZ vkSj ;ksx esa #fp txkus esa enn feyh gSA

5- Hkkjrh; laL—fr esa Jh uSi dk ;ksxnku vkè;kfRed Kku vkSj lkaL—frd laj{k.k ds çfr mudh vVwV Hkfä vkSj 
çfrc)rk dk çek.k gSA gky gh esa mUgsa Çgnw eafnj l'kfädj.k ifj"kn ¼,p,eÃlh½ vkSj foÜo Çgnw ifj"kn v‚Q vesfjdk ls 
Çgnw leqnk; ds fy, vkthou ;ksxnku ds fy, iqjLdkj feyk gSA 

Jh LVhQu uSi

in~e Jh


